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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is responsive to communication filed August 3, 2007. Claims 1- 
3 and 7-9 are currently amended, claims 4 and 10 are canceled, and claims 12-14 have 
been added. Therefore, claims 1-3, 5-9 and 11-14 are pending in this application. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 2, 3, 5, 6, 8,9, 11-14 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: the dependent claims should start with the word "The" to show proper 
dependence on the claims to which they depend. Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claims 1 and 7 are objected to because of the following informalities: the 
independent claims should start with the word "A," i.e. "A method" for claim 1 and "A 
device" for claim 7. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 1-3, 5-9 and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Depledge et al. (US Patent 5,899,988) ('Depledge'). 

With respect to claims 1 and 7, Depledge teaches: 

providing first metadata, the first metadata including first metadata essence data 
representing information which is directly perceptible by a user (column 1 of Figure 1, 
column 2 lines 26-29) and/or metadata link data (location heading in column 2 of Figure 
1 ) which directly or indirectly points to further essence data (column 2 of Figure 1 ); 

transferring said first metadata essence data and/or said further essence data 
being directly or indirectly pointed at by said metadata link data into new essence data 
(Figure 2A, column 2 lines 37-49); and 

storing and providing said new essence data in a memory (Figure 2A, Figure 4). 

The customer number column (column 1 of table 100) represents metadata 
about customers. The actual customer number represents metadata essence data, 
which is directly perceptible by a user. The customer number is linked to the location of 
the customer (metadata link data), which is represented by the location heading of 
column 2 of data table 100 in Figure 1. This metadata link data points to the further 
essence data, the actual location (north, east, south, west) of the customer. The first 
metadata essence data (customer numbers) are converted into new essence data, the 
bitmap representation of 0's and 1's as seen in the bitmap column of Figure 2A. For 
example, customer numbers 102 and 106 (first metadata essence data) have been 
converted to bit values of 1 in row 1 of Figure 2A because their location is north. 
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With respect to claims 2 and 8, Depledge teaches further comprising the step of 
editing said first metadata essence data and/or said further essence data under the 
control of a graphical user interface (Figure 4, column 5 lines 26-39). 

With respect to claims 3 and 9, Depledge teaches wherein said further essence 
data is included in second metadata as second metadata essence data (column 2 of 
Figure 1). 

The location column of table 100 represents further essence data as explained 
above in claim 1, and is also included in second metadata (location of customer) as 
second metadata essence data (the actual location). 

With respect to claims 5 and 1 1 , Depledge teaches wherein said first and/or 
second metadata essence data include text, picture, audio and/or video information 
(Figures 1 and 2A). 

With respect to claims 6 and 14, Depledge teaches further comprising the step of 
adding third essence data to said new essence data (Figure 2B, column 2 lines 59-63). 

As mentioned previously, the new essence data is the representation of 
customer numbers in bitmap form. For example, Figure 2A showed this representation 
with respect to location. Figure 2B shows the bitmap representation with respect to 
type, thus adding essence data to said new essence data. 
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With respect to claims 12 and 13, Depledge teaches deleting said second 
metadata (column 8 lines 29-43, column 3 lines 46-53). 

Depledge teaches the idea of deleting data/metadata in database environments 
(column 3 lines 46-53). He also specifically teaches deletion of entries of a table 
(column 8 and claim 9), and that metadata are stored as entries of a table. 

5. Claims 1-3, 5-9 and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Jain et al. (US Patent 6,567,980 B1) ('Jain'). 

With respect to claims 1 and 7, Jain teaches: 

providing first metadata, the first metadata including first metadata essence data 
representing information which is directly perceptible by a user and/or metadata link 
data which directly or indirectly points to further essence data (column 15 lines 47-48, 
51-55); 

transferring said first metadata essence data and/or said further essence data 
being directly or indirectly pointed at by said metadata link data into new essence data 
(column 15 lines 47-50, 56-57); and 

storing and providing said new essence data in said memory (element 140 in 
Figure 1, column 4 lines 5-9). 
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With respect to claims 2 and 8, Jain teaches further comprising the step of 
editing said first metadata essence data and/or said further essence data under the 
control of a graphical user interface (column 4 line 22). 

With respect to claims 3 and 9, Jain teaches wherein said further essence data is 
included in second metadata as second metadata essence data (column 15 lines 47- 
55). 

With respect to claims 5 and 1 1 , Jain teaches wherein said first and/or second 
metadata essence data include text, picture, audio and/or video information (Table 1, 
column 7 - column 8). 

With respect to claims 6 and 14, Jain teaches further comprising the step of 
adding third essence data to said new essence data (column 15 lines 47-57, 66-67). 

With respect to claims 12 and 13, Jain teaches deleting said second metadata 
(column 7 lines 37-39). 

Jain teaches that every data type is derived from a virtual base class having 
basic functions such as deletion. Thus is it clear that all data having various data types 
may be deleted. 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed August 3, 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant argues that Depledge does not teach metadata essence 
data that is perceptible by a user. Examiner disagrees. Essence data is defined in the 
specification as text, pictures, videos, and audio samples which are directly perceptible 
by a user. The customer number represents text and it is clear that a user may see a 
customer number. Applicant further argues that the metadata link data is unclear. 
Examiner disagrees. Depledge teaches the customer number is linked to location data 
(metadata link data) (Figure 1), which further points to an actual location (north, south, 
etc.) of the customer (further essence data). Thus, it is clear that Depledge does in fact 
teach metadata essence data and metadata link data. However, the Examiner would 
like to point out that the claim only requires one of the two. 

7. Applicant further argues that Depledge does not teach transferring first metadata 
essence data and/or further essence data into new essence data. Examiner disagrees. 
Depledge teaches that customer numbers are transferred into bitmap representation of 
0's and 1's (Figure 2A). For example, customer numbers 102 and 106 have been 
transferred to bit values of 1 in row 1 of Figure 2A. The customer numbers represent 
first metadata essence data and the bit values represent new essence data. Because 
the bit values are a new/different representation/interpretation of customer numbers, 
they correspond to new essence data. Bit values may be written as text and are 
capable of being perceived by a user, thus making them essence data, as defined by 
the specification. 
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8. Regarding the Jain reference, Applicant argues that Jain does not disclose 
transferring first metadata essence data and/or further essence data into new essence 
data. Examiner disagrees. Jain teaches that metadata representation of video 
information may be converted (transferred) into a displayable frame (column 15 lines 
47-50). He also teaches that displayable frames of metadata may be transferred into a 
page (column 15 lines 56-57). Therefore, it is clear that Jain teaches transferring first 
metadata essence data into new essence data. The limitation of transferring of said 
further essence data being directly or indirectly pointed at by said metadata link is 
optional because it appears as a part of an "and/or" phrase. 

9. In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., essence data suitable for cleaning a metadata database, conventional essence) 
are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of 
the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In 
re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Conclusion 

10. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alicia M. Lewis whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5599. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9 - 6:30, alternate 
Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on 571-272-4085. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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